[Intracranial complications in sinusitis].
Between 1931 und 1981 a total of 60 patients with endocranial complications of paranasal sinus infections was observed at the ENT clinic of the University Hospital in Zurich. The symptomatology, clinical findings, incidence and eventual course of the different endocranial complications are discussed in relation to treatment before and after the availability of antibiotics. A dramatic decrease in incidence of endocranial complications occurred following the advent of antibiotic use and early surgical drainage of the involved cavities. The mortality rate between 1931 an 1945 was 86%, between 1945 and 1949 40% and between 1950 and 1981 5%.